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BE WHAT YOU EAT!
Archbishop Oscar Romero became what he ate.

He was an archbishop who spoke out boldly for human rights during El Salvador's
civil war. During the war the military killed many lay Catholics, sisters and priests
because they helped the poor. Unfortunately during that time, many countries
funded the Salvadoran military.

Archbishop Romero met the same fate in 1980
when a soldier shot him during Mass. So during
his last Mass, this man who had consecrated
and receijved the body of Christ so many times,
fully became the body of Christ by dying for
God's Kingdom.

Are you what you eat?

Each time we receive Christ's body and blood in
Communion we ask God to make us Christ’s
body and blood. We agree to stand for the
powerless and forgive those who've harmed us
regardless of the cost. Take Stephanie for
example: she's a young person | know who serves homeless people and her
parish as a way to live out the Eucharist. It takes time she could spend on herself.
Some people think its nuts to help poor people. But as she matures, she is
becoming what she eats.

This all started when Jesus shared bread and wine with
his companions and then gave his life. This motley
crew continued breaking bread, sharing the cup and
giving their lives. The cycle has continued to this day
and includes all those ordinary people you know who
give themselves as ‘bread’ to people who need them.

It's not magic. We still make a lot of mistakes. But the connection is clear. This
week during Communion ask for new strength to be what you eat.

“Be what you receive, and receive what you are.” (Saint Augustine)

What biblical characters, saints, or people you know inspire you to
‘become what you eat’ and live the sacrificial love of Jesus?

(Source: Weekly Parables — eNews 02.06.15)



This last week the children and their families have been reflecting on the GIFTS
and FRUITS OF THE SPIRIT.

'This Tuesday at 3.30PM in St. Joseph’s Church the children will
have a Practice and celebrate the Sacrament of Penance.

'The Sacrament of Confirmation will be celebrated next Sunday 14"

June during the 8.30AM Mass. It will be good to have “a full Church” and for
parishioners to support these children and their families at this special moment in
their lives.

RECENTLY DECEASED: Michele (Mick) Messina (Husband of Patricia, Father of Charlie,
Darren & Angelo), Cirillo Carniel (30/5/15 Brisbane: Brother Eugenio, Husband of Flora
[Dec], Father of Denise, Milva, Tania & Iva), Mario Giacomantonio (26/5/15 Toowoomba
formally of Thulimbah: Husband of Bernardina, Father of Carmelina, Silvana & Anthony),
Hans Hack, Theresa Rees, John Raymond (Ray) Dewsbury, Patricia (Pat) Orreal,
Adrianus (Arch) Van Dongen

TO REMEMBER: Dionne Wittkopp, Severino Robazza, Salvatore & Domenica Petroccitto,
Stefano & Santa Coco, Rainer (Ron) Empen, Francesco, Sarina & Carmello Micale, Adele
Mattiazzi, Charlie Morello, Carmela Leonardi, Mary Fulford, Fr. Charles Casey, Fr. Thomas
Sweeney

FOR THE SICK: Giovanni Gottardo, Gloria Keats (W.A. Daughter of Lorna Murphy), Bro.
Ed Collins OH, Vincenzo Di Raimond, Marie Hindmarsh, Frank Sciuto, Karen Anderson, Juan
Pereira, Lisa Hopgood, Greg Keen, Trish Hancock, Julia Johnstone, Sarah Leonardi, Mario
Costanzo, Marlene Holmes, Joe Costanzo, Danny Mahoney, Ken McQualter, Cathy Sullivan,
Linda Vinciguerra, Debra Micallef, Ev Hayes, Paget, Marie Keen, Bridey Kelly, Enid McCarthy

NOVENA OF PRAYER: From the Feast of the Sacred Heart (this Friday 12"
June) to World Refugee Day (20th June), pray for a compassionate refugee policy
for Australia, and to rekindle a spirit of mercy and compassion for those fleeing
persecution and violence. Please take a copy in the foyer.

A PASTORAL LETTER (50 Copies) from the Catholic Bishops of Ausiralia on
the “Same-Sex Marriage” debate are in the foyer. Please take one.

NEW ROSTER FOR READERS and MINISTERS OF COMMUNION:
Please collect your new Roster in the foyer this weekend.

MASSES: MON: 8AM — Public Holiday; TUES: 7AM; 10.30AM MASS & ANOINTING OF
SICK at CARRAMAR, College Road; WED: 11.45AM THURS: 9.15AM; FRI: 5.30PM;
SAT: 7AM SATURDAY VIGIL : 6.30PM SUNDAY: 8.30AM

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION: Prior to Sat. Vigil Mass and Sunday Mass or
anytime by contacting Fr. Brian 4681 2157 or Fr. Lino 4681 3653.

FEAST DAYS: THURS: 57. BARNABAS, Apostle; FRY: SOLEMNITY OF SACRED HEART
OF JESUS ; SAT: THE IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY; ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA

' |MEETINGS: TUES: 7.00PM PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL

WORKSHOP FOR MINISTERS OF COMMUNION
Tuesday 16" June at 7PM in the Hospitality Centre — please put your name on
the sheet in the fover



THE FOLLOWING IS A PASTORAL LETTER
BY BISHOP GREG O’KELLY, SJ, BISHOP OF PORT PIRIE
TO THE PEOPLE OF HIS DIOCESE. |

It provides a well-reasoned, easy to read reflection on the issue of so-called
“same’ sex” marriage, about which there is and can be very confused
thinking. The letter provides us with a very clear explanation of why the
Catholic Church is not in favour of the trend to redefine the definition of
“marriage” from being only between a male and female to being also
between two people, irrespective of gender. A careful reading of the Pastoral
Letter could help to clarify parishioners thinking on this issue.

The Irish people have voted in a referendum to endorse what is termed gay
marriage on a 62/38% vote. The Archbishop of Dublin, Diarmuid Martin has
responded in part — “It's very clear that if this referendum is an affirmation of the
views of young people, then the Church has the huge task in front of it to find the
language to be able to talk to and get its message across to young people, not just
on this issue, but in general.” He also added, “We tend to think in black and white
but most of us live in the area of grey, and if the Church has a harsh teaching, it
seems to be condemning those who are not in line with it.” Part of the success of
the “yes” campaign was, | believe, due to the shift in the debate from talking about
the nature of marriage to focusing on the concept of equality. Not to be in favour of
the vote was interpreted as being for discrimination and inequality among people.
The vote of many may have been to endorse the concept of equality, rather than
reflect more thoroughly on the nature of what marriage is. Now we hear politicians
changing their views, saying that we must not be left behind in Australia in our
attitudes. Behind what? About equality, or about marriage?

We need to look at the global picture. There is no movement for gay marriage in
Islamic, Buddhist or Hindu societies, in Africa, in Asia or the Middle East. Butin
Western society the various pillars we have placed around the sacredness of life
have been gradually weakened by our erosion of the sense of the sacred. Easy
divorce, abortion, euthanasia, and now a radical reinterpretation of what marriage
is have all in their own way in the West weakened our hold on the sacredness of
life. The voice of the Church moreover has been weakened seriously and
understandably by the various scandals that has beset us in recent times.

This means that there is perhaps an inevitability that the yes case for gay marriage
will win the day here in Australia, sooner or later. How does a Catholic Christian
respond? At one level a parliamentary yes vote does not disturb me profoundly.
The State view of marriage, a secular contract that can be dissolved in divorce, is
so different from the Catholic understanding that marriage is an indissoluble and
sacramental and holy union. But the impact of the weakening of the family at the
base of human society and the flow-on to the raising of children in a gay marriage
context, does disturb greatly.

A pear is not an apple. Same-sex marriage is not the same as a marriage between
a man and a woman. The opinions of media personalities, or politicians, or a
parliamentary vote can do what they wish, but no matter how much they say it, a
pear remains a pear and does not change into an apple. Equally same-sex




marriage is not identical with a marriage between a man and a woman. In the
Christian tradition marriage has the two aspects of the mutual support and love of
a man and a'woman, and the openness to procreation, to bearing life. That is what
the word “parent” means in its Latin origin, a bearer, a creator, a life-giver. No
matter how you use the word “marriage”, a same-sex union does not have the
fundamental possibility of parenting. True marriage remains a vowed union
between a man and a woman, a commitment for life, to provide a context in which
new life might be born. The nature of marriage cannot be altered by the vote

of politicians; it is not their area, it is the plan of God for the natural order.

| do not deny that people of same-sex attraction can form a lasting bond of
devotion and care for each other. | think most of us would know such couples. Not
a few of us have families where a son or daughter or nephew or niece has
declared themselves to be gay, and has entered into a partnership. Any such
stable partnership should have certain rights protected. And if one’s

daughter brings her female partner to Christmas dinner they should be paid the
signs of affection and dignity that is rightly theirs as people loved by God, and me. |
do not need, however, to acknowledge their partnership as a true marriage, even if
they have had a “ceremony”, because it is not a true marriage. A pear is not an

apple.
What causes me distress is what is becoming the next phase, following a gay
marriage. It is the claim to having a right to children. No-one has a right to a child; a
child is a gift from God. in the plan of God, a child is entrusted to a mother and
father for its nurture, protection and growth. A child has a right to two parents, two
life-givers, a father and a mother, and no one should deliberately take away that
right. There are, of course, fatherless or motherless families, due to the tragedy of
accident or fatal iliness, or to the sorrow of a separation. Single parent families are
to be encouraged in whatever way to help them in their raising of the children. A
gay. couple adopting a child, where otherwise the child would remain an orphan,
can be defended, | believe, if that proviso is in place. What cannot be defended is
the deliberate use of surrogacy or some other intervention in order to prevent the
presence of a natural father or mother in the family of the child. | can see a
generation in the future describing itself as something like another stolen
generation. When bitterness occurs, they could say to their same-sex parents that
they deliberately intervened in order to exclude what was the right of the child, to a
father or mother as a parent. The natural process was stolen from them. By a

* deliberate and active intervention and disruption of the natural process they were
deprived of a normal father or mother relationship, and that was a gross injustice.
A same-sex couple cannot replace the father-mother couple which any child could
claim as a right; granted that it is the normal and universal process of the human
race.

- To my mind the gay marriage debate is not just about what two adults do with each
other, but it has a great deal to do with the future and the rights of any child. | offer
these thoughts for your reflection, brothers and sisters and your contribution to the
national discussion.

Yours in Christ
+ Gregory O'Kelly SJ
Bishop of the Diocese of Port Pirie




